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Sedion 1 Projed Story
Optimist International
Community Projects Awards Entry
Project Story

Title of Projed: Nampa Optimist Park
Category: Community Improvement

Single Club Entry: X
Sponsoring Optimist Club: Nampa Optimist Club
Club Number: 32214 Fax Number: (208)463-9363
Contact Person: Michad Gray Phone Number: (208)467-6236Work Number: (208)467-6236
Address 511-9th Ave. N.
City: Nampa State/Province ldaho Postal Code: 836873347
District: Padafic NW District Population of Community Served: 56,000
Club Membership when projed completed: 47  Number of Club Membersinvolved: 40+
Number of youth served/attended: 6000

Date projed completed From: Feb 2002 To: Sep 2002
Estimated projed hours  Optimist: 1950+ Other: 3020+
Number of Committee Members: 13+
Budget: Income: $1,198,400.00 Expenses: $1,198,400.00

Projed purposeand brief summary

Nampa Idaho takes grea pride in the many ways we provide for our youth When ou club
began 6yeasago, all weredly had was the desire to dosomething extra spedal for our
community.

Many youth adivities invalve sports and require fields. When we started ou football
program 3 yeas ago, we dedded ou spedal contributionto Nampawould be to develop the best
youth football program, complete with fieldsto play on, for our young foaotball players.

Relevant publicity and promotions

Printed Press

The IdahoPressTribure (IPT) provided freePublic Service Annourcements. The IPT
attended many of our events and pubdi shed grea articles and pictures, often onthe front page.

The Idaho $atesman from Boise (our state caital), provided some wverage for our
events.

TV Coverage:

KTRV (Channd 12) and KTVB (channel 7) both sent news crews down to cover our grand
opening ceremonies.



Outside organizations asgsting or cooperating

The Nampa Optimist Park projed receved fantastic suppat from our community. Our
projed cost abou $1.2milli on, from abou 100sources. We had nealy 200 vduntee's (see
Program Contributors chapter, uncer Projed Detall s).

Community benefits

The Nampa Optimist Y outh Football program strivesto tead al of its players the
importance of teanwork, dedication, and resporsibility. These ae dl assts the kids can take
with them into ather areas of their lives. They can pu these assets to work at home, schod,
church, o wherever necessary.

The community gets the benefits of a pasitive adivity for its youth, its adults, and an
investment in afadlity they can be proud d.

Club ben€fits

The Club members work hard to suppat the Nampa Optimist Y outh Football and seeit
asavehicletoreat agrea ded of our community©s youth. This program attrads new members
to the Club.

Nampa Optimist football i s very visible in the community and Optimist members are
known as"can dd' people. The Mayor chose us for the annual “ Service Club Award” thisyea.
Nampa Optimist members are often asked to fill positionsand duies that they may not otherwise
get the oppatunity to do- thus providing a means of personal growth.

Thus, the Optimist Clubis en as an important service dubin the ommunity. Its
members gain personal satisfadion from seang the kids succeeal in the foatball program. Also,
members lean new skill s and get oppartuniti es they may not have if they were not involved.

Reason for seleding the activity
When we started ou football program 3 yeas ago, we wanted to fill anichein ou
community that needed to befill ed. For 2 yeas, we borrowed fields from alocd midde schod.
Having our own fields allow usto have more scheduling and faality control. It provides
more fields for our kidsto pay on. It also instill s pride in ou program, na only from the Nampa
Optimist Club members, bu from our football kids, the dhealeaders, the parents and timately
our entire community.

Club members’ personal evaluation of projed

Come out to the park and you can see2000-3000 people eat weekend watch 60601000
kids play football. The compliments we recave eat weekend from kids, parents, people in the
community and community leaders is overwhelming.

Nampa Optimist Foatball has brought financial stability to ou club. We can finaly aff ord
to give out scholarships to good kds. We can suppat both brains and krawn. It al'so helps us
fund rew projeds sich as our new mentor committeefor the Nampa Y outh Golf program and
other youth contests. We can even aff ord to send our officers off to district training.



Budget (refer to Budget Detail sedionin Projed Detail s)
Nampa Optimist Club:

Income $93,400.00
Expenses $93,400.00
Outside Organizations:

Nampa Urban Renewal $1,005,000.00
City of Nampa ldaho $100,000.00
Grand Total $1,198,400.00

Summary of major activities

Thefirst thing on ou agendawasto find a placeto buld ou park. We have spent the last
3 yeas asking people to help us acamplish ou goal. Every potential situation contains both
goodand kad elements. We had to find a situation that was a goodfit for us, the ommunity and
the kids.

Ken Wilson, ou Football Exeautive Diredor speaheaded the asking process Thiswas
very much hisdream, and he just wouldn't let go urtil he succealed. Sometimes dreans become
contagious. Getting other people to buy into your dream can make dreans happen. Ken dd this
very well and convinced the entire dub to share his dream and make it happen. The dubwas
more than happy to share his drean becaise we strongly felt that this was that speaa projed we
wanted to give to ou community.

The City of Nampa becane one of our most important partners. We establi shed agood
working relationship with the dty Parks and Reaedion Department by helping them build
severa playgrounds and a new skateboard park. Nampa Optimist Foatball uses the park abou 9
weeks out of every yea. The Nampa Parks & Reaedion Department takes care of mowing the
grassand aher maintenancefor the remainder of the yea. The other 43 weeks, Nampa Optimist
Park is a pulic park for community enjoyment and aher events.

Construction Schedule
Feb 2002 Level thelandfor fields and dedde where everything shoud go.
Mar 2002 Construct the terracad bleader system onal 7 fields.
Apr 2002 Install the sprinkler system.
May 2002 Plant the grassand wait for it to grow.
Aug 2002 Surveying field pacenent
25Aug Install 1% set of goa posts
30Aug Paint al 7 football fields
4 Sep 2002  Grand opening with the Mayor, Urban Renewal and freehot dogs. The kids get to
play a mupe scrimmages on the new fields.
6 Sep 2002  First officia game. Thisiswhat we dl have been waiting for.



Sedion 2 Projed Details

Football Committee

Football ExecDir:  Ken Wilson Touchdowvn Cards:. Dean Shafer
Footbal Commiss Dave Mudd Founders Club: Butch Myers
Asg Commissoner: Eric Clark Field Preparation: Michad Gray
Coadch Coardinator:  Eric Clark Parking Super: Doug Strosnider
Tadkle Coordinator: Jody Goodman Concesgons Dir: Dave Summers
Flag Coordinator: Randy Doramus Apparel Comptroller: Carol Mitchell
EMT Coordinator:  Doug Strosnider Cheeleaer Coard: Terri Mudd
RefereeCoordinator: Paul Canary Web Master: Michad Gray
Publicity Diredor:  Kenny Wroten

Treasurer: Dean Shafer and 125Foctball Coades

Program Contributors

Spedal Partners
City of Nampa: The Mayor and City Courcil dedaded to buy land for park.
Nampa Urban Renewal: Paid for land and many of the improvements.
Nampa Parks & Reaedaion: Lots of work onthe park, yea around upleep.
Centennia Job Corps:. Lots of hous onthe park and help with ou foatball program.
Nampa Chamber, Lealership Nampa: planted trees.
Boy Scouts of Nampa: Planted more trees.
125Focotball Coades

Platinum Sponsors ($25004)
Outbad Steskhouse: cooked 300500freeVictoriaFill et Dinners, for past 3 yeas.
Hedthy Nampa, Hedth Y outh: $2500 doation for past 3 yeas.
Nampa Educaion Foundation: $2500 doation.
MTG EnterPrizes. Web Page design and hasting.
Ken Wilson & Assciates: Construction services and doration.
Dave Mudd/ ReMax: Construction services and doration.
Idaho Concrete: Concrete
Econamy Concrete: Construction materials, equipment and services
Robert Myer Construction: Construction services and doration




Gold Sponsors ($10004)
Nampa Elk's #1389
Nampa Kiwanis Club
Nampa Lions Club

Boy'sand Girl's Club & Nampa
Bud Aune - Coldwell Banker

Dean Powers - ReMax
Leonard Equipment
Lovelace& Kido Dentd
Transnation Title

Dennis Harmon Construction

City Glass

Silver Sponsors ($5004)
VL Livestock
Action Garage Door

Julie Meyers - Stad's bail bonds

Bronze Sponsor s ($2504)
Sawtooth Pizza

Nampa Association d Redtors
Runde Eledric and Engineas

Greenfield Masonry

JohnLittlefield Excavation

Tanner Painting
Marmon kail bonds
C&S Lawn Maintenance
Garold Gil ster

Team Sponsors ($500/ Year)
AllianceTitle
Kedy's Dry Wall
Bulldog Shirts
Champions Sports Pub
Outbadk Ste&khouse
Lloyd Lumber
Buck's Bags
Dean Powers - ReMax
Pionea Title
Extreme Eledric

Dugout Sports Cards
Gaschler Appraisal Services
Champions Pub and Girill
GoicoedheaLaw Offices
Sign Pro

Darlene's Printing

Robb Sorensen Trucking
Quinco Credit Union
American Construction Suppdy
Rocky Mourntain Sted

Sign King

Mill enium Mortgage
Koudelka Plumbing
Wells Fargo Bank
Columbia Paint

Thomas Thor

G&R Agricultural Products
Daniel Lawrence

Marv Braun

Abel Hernandez

LCD Painting and Drywall
Candy Wilhelm

Osmus Roadfing

Cowboy Motors
Transnation Title

Mill ennium Mortgage
White Peterson

Nampa Elk's #1389
Robb Sorensen Trucking
Garrity Blvd Auto Body
Myers Construction
Money Express



Budget Details

Dean Shafer, ou club Seaetary/Treasurer and Football committeetreasurer and
Touchdowvn FundRaising chair is doing a spedaaular job. Many of the innowations and creaivity
for the fundraising has been hisdoing.

Nampa Optimist Club:

I ncome: Punt, Pass& Kick $4,000.00
Outbadk Lunch $4,000.00
Sign-ups ($5/player goesto park fund) $2,500.00
Touchdown Cards $26,000.00
Founders Club (Platinum) $30,000.00
(Gold) $22,500.00
(Silver & Bronze) $4,400.00
Total $93,400.00
Expenses: Bleaders $45,000.00
Equipment Rentals (bad<hoes etc) $5,000.00
GroundPreparation $4,500.00
Construction Management $5,000.00
Flag Pole $4,000.00
Goal Posts $8,500.00
Maintenanceand Upkee Equipment
Gator and Golf Cart $7,000.00
Field Painter and Templates $3,400.00
Storage Trailer $300.00
OfficeTrailer $300.00
Miscdl aneous $3,000.00
Carry to next yea (Storage Bldg) $7,400.00
Total $93,400.00
Outside Organizations:
Nampa Urban Renewal
Land $450,000.00

Parking, Entrance, Sewer, Concesson $555,000.00
City of Nampa Idaho (Parks & Req $100,000.00
(Land Prep, Sprinklers, Grass Trees, Playground

Total $1,105,000.00

Grand Total $1,198,400.00



Funding Detail s

In Nampa, we have alarge Urban Renewal (UR) district, with the goal of improving
North Nampa. UR is apart of the City of Nampa. Shirley Dean is one of our club membersandis
also aboard member of the UR. She understood ou projed and helped explain it to the other UR
board members.

The UR board aso got encouragement from the North Nampa Residents Association
(NNRA). The NNRA board includes sme Nampa Optimist members (President, Michad Gray
and Board, Shirley Dean). Other NNRA members have cil dren and grandchil dren who benefit
from the Nampa Optimist Football program.

Locd service dubs are suppating our program as well, including the Nampa EIK's,
Nampa Kiwanis and the Nampa Lions clubs.

Presscoverage

Kenny Wroten, ou Publicity Diredor has dore agrea job with the press The Idaho
PressTribureis our locd Nampa newspaper. They know Kenny well. Some people daim he has
his own desk at the newspaper.

The Idaho Statesman is the newspaper in Boise (our state caital). They are starting to
naotice us too.

The foll owing articles represent just the most appropriate pressto this projed.

IPT 18 Feb 2002 front page Optimist Youth Foatball builds new home

IPT 8 Apr2002 Football park moves ahead

IPT 24 Apr 2002,front page Congratulations to Optimists for service avard
IPT 7 Jun 2002 Optimists kick off preseason

IPT 24 Jul 2002,front page Fields prepared for gridiron

IPT 27 Jul 2002,EdCorner Thanks to all who make dreanstrue

IdSt 8 Aug 2002 Nampa renewal agency Oks $9 milli on budyet
IPT 29 Aug 2002,front business Wal-Mart makes Optimist gridiron gift

IdSt 5 Sep 2002 Nampa Optimist Park kicks off with football
IPT 5 Sep 2002 front page Optimist Gridiron seesadion

IPT 5 Sep 2002,Page 4a Football fields open for fall games

IPT 6 Sep 2002, pge 8a Optimist get our kudos for investing in community

10



Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribunel8 Feb 2002 - Front Page

Optimist Park
construction starts,
but funding needed

Lora Volkert
IdahoPressTribune

Puture Home al]
NAMPACE

0 (YPTIMIST

NAMPA -- If all goesas
planned, more than 500 kids |G-
will be playing football and

shouting chees this simmer
at anew park behind the
Vallivue Schoad District"s
new elementary schoadl.

Optimist Park, located
behind Birch Elementary
nea the Ridgeaest Golf

Although it may not look lke much now, this site near
the Ridgecrest Golf Club will soon be filled with
budding gridiron giants as they snjoy the new Opfimist)
Park.

Course, will be the home of seven
football fields for participantsin Nampa
Optimist Y outh Football. Progressis
being made, acwrdingto football

W“W —

Optimi st Youth Football Builds new home

committeespokesman Kenny
Wroten.

The park ground has been
leveled and staked. Gravel has

* beenlaid down for parking lots
, and workerswill soon be ready
! to pavethem. Also, ground is

:  being built up into ledgesfor

bleaders..

AlthoughWroten doesn't
exped all the outbuil dings --
including a cncesson stand and
a storage building for football
equipment -- will be ready by
summer, he hopes the fields will
be prepared in time for end-zone
rushes and field goals.

Page 5a

Football: Inclusivenessis key

Thefieldswill be shared by 25to 30teams of kids
ages 7 to 12 Seven- and 8-yea-oldswill play flag
football and 9- to 12yea-oldswill play tackle
football. Cheealeaders -- from 7 to 12yeasold -- will
be on hand to dffer agood dee of encouragement.

Wroten beli eves the park's importance @mmes
down to more than letting kids learn to enjoy football.

"They lean to be ateam player, how important with a donation.

teamwork is, they learn responsibility and dedication
to something," he said.

The advantage of Optimist Y outh Football, Wroten
said, isitsinclusiveness
"They show up, they play," he said. "They don"t

have to try out. Our goal isto include a many kids
asposshble and not to exclude avy. By our rules, kids
have to play a cetain amournt of time. They go to
pradice and they are part of the team."

The dubis dill tryingto raise money for sprinkler
systems, buildings and ather construction.
Businesss and individuals can sponsor teams or join
the park"s Founders Club -- of which Hedthy
Nampa Hedthy Y outh has been a major sponsor --

Corporations or organizations can even sponsor a
football field, Wroten said, or locd businesses can
offer discounts on their services or products as part
of fund-raising eff orts. Parents also can voluntee to
coad or raise funds.
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Optimists In The News
ldaho Press Tribune8 Apr 2002 - Page 4a

Football Park MovesAhead

Centennial Job Corps® Daniel Gonzdez, 17, ..‘-
foreground, and Chris Johnson, 18, fit a pipeinto place |
for anirrigation system at Optimist Park in Nampa.
With the help dof voluntea's and contributions,
organizers hope the park will be ready for Optimist
Y outh Football pradicethis simmer.

Backers hope
Optimist Park will be
donein August

NAMPA -- A new foatball park 12. Seven- and &

in Nampa for Nampa Optimist yea-olds will "Pr ; ingal
Youth Football playersis play flag football and & to 12yea- .« Ogtgg;fsp';fogﬁ?gve i
becmming aredity asvolunteas oldswill play tadlefootball. Both nead more spméors" Wroten
make significant headway. boys and girls can play football . said

At Optimist Park, located A sprinkler system and

Among the mgjor projeds that
still needsto be completed,
acordingto Wilson, isa 30- by
60-foct storage structure & the
park.

behind Birch Elementary -- the cement foaotings and wall s for
Valli vue Schoal District"s new bleaders were the most recent
elementary -- and nea the additions to the dfort, which
Ridgeaest Golf Course, seven has been spurred on ty the
football fieldswill gree budding  dorations of several locd
gridiron gants. Organizershope  businesses. Ken Wil son, coach The park”s Founders Club,

the fields will be ready for and pest commissoner of the ~ whichanyone canjoin, hasa
pradices this simmer. footbal committee credited major sponsor with adonation
Eric Clark of Econamy from the Hedthy Nampa Hedthy

And with growing suppart
from the community, and the
helping hends of voluntees, the
goal iscoming closer to redity.

Concrete for doreting time Y outh organization. But the dub
and eff ort to concrete work on  is dill trying to raise money for
the bleatersfor thefields, as  buildings and ather construction.

well as businesses such as Businesses and individuals can
The park grounds have dreaty | daho Concrete Co. and sponsor a foatball field or locd

been leveled and staked. Gravel - American Construction businesss can offer discounts on
has dbem laid forhpark| nglots. h Supply. their services or products as part
And arganizers hopeto get to the . . of fund-raising efforts. And
poaint that the dty can start But even with the outpouring of parents also can volurted to
yvat_ermg and get_ grass ®al going suppqL Wil son and football coach or raise funds.
intime for pradicein August. committeespokesman Kenny

Wroten added that help is dill To offer your help to the

The fields will be shared by 25

to 30teams of kids ages sven to needled to complete the projed. effort, contad Wroten & 467
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Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribune24 Apr 2002- Front Page

SUMM ARY : The Nampa Optimist Club
was an excdlent choicefor the annual
Mayor” s Service Club Award.

NAMPA -- We don"t envy Nampa's mayor when it
comes to choosing which of the dty"s organizations
to honor with the annual Service Club Award.

There'salonglist to consider, including the likes
of the Countryman"s Club, Nampa Jaycees, Lions
Club, Rotary Club, Soroptimist Club, Woman'"s
Century Club, the Civic Center Auxili ary and the
Kiwanis Club. And all do a multitude of goodworks
that make passng them over difficult at best.

But we wholeheatedly suppart the dhoice of the
Nampa Optimist Club by Mayor Tom Dale asthis
yea"sredpient. The dub hasalong Hstory of
supparting children's programs and spedal projeds
like wlleding letters for Santa from the past office
at Christmas and writing replies.

But the organization"s crowning achievement has

Congratulationsto Optimistsfor serviceaward

been raising $90,000to huild the Optimist Football
Park on Birch Lane behind the new Birch
Elementary Schoadl.

The dub haslongrunafootball program that
includes 25 to 30flag and tadkle teams of children
ages 7 to 12-- bath boys and girls. The problem was
finding enoughfields for pradices and games.

The new park, expeded to be ready for play in
August, will take cae of that. It will i nclude seven
football fields, bleaders, a mncesdon stand and a
building for equipment storage.

It"s a chall enging projed, but one that will
gredly improve the dty"s quality of life.
It"s also typicd of the Optimists.

So congratul ations to club members for your

award. You deserve it for dreaming big and then
delivering.

Reprinted by permission édaho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Optimists In The News

ldaho Press Tribune7 Jun 2002- Front Page

Youth football: League starts sason with
Punt, Passand Kick competition

Hattie James
IdahoPressTribune

NAMPA -- The Nampa Optimists garted the football
preseason in clasdc style Thursday with their Purt,
Passand Kick contest at Lakeview Park.

"Thisisour third annual," Optimist football
diredor Ken Wil son said. "And this was a pretty big
turnout.”

The competition is the Optimist program'™s biggest
fund raiser. Wil son estimates it has brought in about
$4,000ead yea. "And that"s about half of what we
spend aweekend with fields and referees,” Wilson
said.

The competition lasted from 5:30to 8 pm., with
boys and girls from ages 8 to 15competing. "The
winners heal to the sedional (competition),” Wil son
said. "Then they have a dianceto compete &
regionals and then rationals." The regional
competition will be held at a Seatle Seehawks game
and the national competition is annually staged at the
Super Bowl and shown during that game"s coverage.

Competitors went throughthe motions of punts,
passes and kicks Thursday and then got to settle in for
an evening of play at the park whil e their parents got
treaed to dnner by the Outback and music by alocd
band.

"The Outbadk is doing this for freg" Wil son said,
"and all the proceeds go to our program.”
The Boise Xtreme, awomen'"s profesgonal football
team, was out in full forceto help the cmpetitors.

Optimists kick off preseason

Wil son said there were quite afew girls at the
competition Thursday. "We have some signed up for
tackle and flag thisyea," he said.

One girl competing, Dustie Wil son, adually will be
a chealeaer thisfall. She cheesfor brother Rusty"s
team and he got her started on the punt, passand kick.

"It was awesome," Dustie, 12, said of her first
competition. "I did good | use the teebetter than
throwing or kicking." Dustie said her 10-yea old
brother, who plays for the Vikings, wanted some help
pradicing. "He said, “ Come on, help me pradice" --
Dustie said.

Whil e Dustie Wil son likes kicking better, a set of
twins at the competiti on preferred the purt.
"I can kick further," Brady Doramus said.

His brother, Cody, likes the punt becaise it"sa
little eaier. "It"s easier to drop kick," he said.

The 9-yea old twinswill be playingtheir first year
of tadkle football thisfall and their dad, Randy, will
be their coach. They"ve competed in the Purt, Pass
and Kick sinceitslocd inception.

The season will start in August, when the Optimist
Jamboreewill take place & Boise State's Bronco
Stadium.

"That"s basicdly aweightin," Ken Wil son said.
"There"s 130-140teams there and our league will
have between 22-25, maybe up to 27teams and
we"ve been averaging 18-22 pdayers per team.”

The playerswill have new fields this yea, with the
Optimists building a cmplex behind Birch
Elementary Schoadl. "We have goa posts and we
poured concrete bleaders," Wil son said.

Reprinted by permission édaho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Optimists In The News
Idaho Press Tribune24 Jul 2002 - Front Page

Fields prepared for gridiron

Community: Nampa's new Optimist
Football fieldswill kick off on time

LoraVolkert

ldahoPressTribure

NAMPA -- The running, tacling, jumping and
cheaingwill start on time for more than 440
kids in the Nampa Optimist Y outh Football
program.

The dream of a new complex of playing
fieldsis about to come true. Organizers said
this week they exped the Optimist Foaotball
fieldswill be ready for play on opening day --
Sept. 4.

Optimist Football League Exeautive Diredor Lee Massingale of the Nampa Parks and Recreation
Ken Wil son said the seven fields are ready, Department mows the new Nampa Opftimist Yout
bleaders are install ed, trees are planted and Football fields on Tuesday. The fields are mowed twice
playground equipment isin. But the park -- weaokly in preparation for the upcoming season.
[ e AT = UL R Il Organizers said this woek the fields should bo ready
in north Nampa for the Valli vue School District by Sopt. 4, when the opening scrimmage is scheduled.
-- gtill neads ome finishing work.

The Optimist Club and Nampa Parks and Reaeaionwill i nstall the final element to make
thefields ready for play -- 14 goal posts made from metal dorated by Stedhead Metal Corp.
and welded and painted by Job Corps gudents. The goal postswill be install ed within aweek
or so.

Organizers dill need permits and licenses to construct a utility building and pave the
parking lot, and patable toil ets and concesson stands will have to be used this season urtil
permanent structures can be built. But young players will get their chanceto enjoy the fresh,
green fields this sason.

Nampa Optimists are planning for agrand opening scrimmage game to bred in the field
the evening of Sept. 4. The football seasonwill kick off Sept. 7.

So far, 375plus kids have signed upto pay football, and 65chealeaders have signed up.
Twenty teams will play eight gamesin the 11-week season. Seven- and 8yea-old boys and
girlswill play flag football and 9 to 12yea-old boys and girls will play tadkle football.

Reprinted by permission éfiaho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribune27 Jul 2002 - Editor's Corner

Thanksto al who make dreamstrue

Lifeisgoad, and you know it when:

Jim Barnes
IdahoPressTribure

A littl e one like Caldwell s 10-yea-old Makayla
Carey reports an apartment fire -- an ad that no daubt
saved a number of lives. She deserves all of our
thanks. So doher parentsfor raising such aresponsible
and alert child. She deserves an award.

Nampa''s Ryan Aldridge puts Idaho youth golf on
the map by winning the Westfield Junior PGA
Championship badk in Ohio. Incredible fea by a
youngman who's only played the game serioudly for 4
yeas. Determination + hard work = success Probably
got that from his parents, too.

Nampa's Ken Wil son and his minions make their
dream of a substantial youth football program aredity.
Nampa Y outh Optimist Football becomes a big part of
youth sports and reaedion with the opening of those
wonderful fields. Determination + hard work =
success

Y ou can make aloca mortician laughwith a quick
(can"t believe | thought of it) barb. Was at ameding
and herose and said to the folks at histable: "Sorry |
have to leave, but | have agoing-away party to go to."
Couldn't stop myself from asking if that"s what they
cdl furerals these days.

Greg Bullock stays after his dream for a golf
community. Was rry to see ounty commissoners
turn down his propacsal. | think it could have lived side
by side with the gunclub. But then I"m a golfer and
not a shoater, so | know I"m biased. If it doesn't
work there, Greg, hope you keep your eye on and heat
inthe prize

Grea guyslike Bill llett keep pursuing their passon
-- like bringing professonal basketball badk to the
valey. Thanks, Bill, for including Canyon Courty in
your dream again.

A propaosal is made to move Idaho aut of the wadky
U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeds by creaing a new
one. Don'"t know if anew district would be better,
but | swea under God it couldn't be ay worse.

A new study shows that women"s brains are more
wired for emotion than men"s, and that they
remember more. Whew! And all thistime | just
thought | was gupid. But then we dso lean that men
neal lessconflict with their mates to have better sex
lives, and women need more friendship. So you have
to ask: How can we guys be better friends with you
ladies if you can"t forget the anflicts? Sheesh.

Former New York YankeeDon Larsen sells his
memorabili a from the only perfed gamein World
Series history to finance his grandchil dren''s education.
Phil Donahueisbadk on TV, and | have aremotein
my hand.

You laughevery time you seethe AFLAC
commercia with Yogi Berra.

You real that superb adresses Lily Tomlin and
Mary Louise Parker are joiningthe cast of your
favorite TV show, "The West Wing."

NFL training camps gart up again meaning the
season is on the way. And knowing your Kansas City
Chiefs nightmareis poised to begin again. And that as
soon asit isover you'll be wishingfor it yet again.

Y ou remember metal icetrays with alever and till
consider yourself young

Y ou can end with something profound such as: A
day without sunshine islike -- night.

Reprinted by permission édaho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Optimists In The News

Idaho Statesman8 Aug 2002

Nampa renewal agency OK's $9 milli on budget

by Sandra Forester
The Idaho $atesman

Nampa Urban Renewal Agency approved a
propased 2003 ludget including $9 milli onin
expenditures Wednesday.

A public heaing on the budget will be held at
5:30 pm. Aug. 20 at City Hall, 411 3d St. S.
The agency estimates revenues of $10.6 milli on for
theyea.

More than half the budget, about $5.5 miilli on, is
eamarked for the |daho Center to pay for contrads,
leases, operations, a fire pump and general suppart.

North Nampa redevel opment projeds, including a
demoliti on program, a study of library services, a
neighborhood newsletter and resource guide, and an
abandoned car projed, would recaeve $572500.

About $562000was pegged for paving, utiliti es,

a comfort station, curb, gutters, entrance and
sidewalks at Optimist Park on Birch Lane.

Transportation and stree improvements guch as
widening and beautification of Garrity Boulevard,
engineaing for the Kings Corner Overpassand
expanding Nampa Municipal Airport would recave
about $1.8 milli on.

The agency would pay $75000for additional
land on which Nampa Schoal District plansto build
an elementary school and $180000for engineeing
to improve Can-Ada Road around the Boise State
University West Campus.

Nampa Boys and Girls Club 's Club Night
program will receéve $30,000.

About $300000was %t aside for economic
development or property aaquisition projeds that
are yet to be determined.

Reprinted by permisson of |daho Statesman
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribune29 Aug 2002 - Front Page Business

Wal-Mart make Optimist gridiron gift

Dave Mudd, football commisgoner of the
Nampa Optimist Club foatball program, left,
accets a chedk for $500from Dawn Vezmso,
community involvement coordinator for the
Nampa Wal-Mart, as Mudd©s n, Dylan looks
on. The 10-yea-old Dylan is a participant in the
| service dub©s gridiron program.

| Nampa Optimist Football Committee
. spokesman Kenny Wroten said the money will be
used to continue improvements at Optimist Park.

The park©s sven fields are ready for play, and
| the Optimists will hold akickoff with all the

| teans on Wednesday, Sept. 4. Games gart Sept.
7.

About 400kids between ages 7 and 12have
signed up to play football and more than 65 have
signed up to be chealeaders.

' Dick Selby / IPT

Reprinted by permission ¢daho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Optimists In The News

Idaho Statesman5 Sep 2002

by Sandra Forester
Theldaho $atesman

About 500kids played football Wednesday on
seven fresh fields at Nampa Optimist Park.

Nampa Optimists cdebrated the grand opening of
their namesake park off Birch Lane and 11th
Avenue North Extension with freehot dogs and
play time.

About 100 Nampa Optimist cheelealers
performed, as well .

The flag and tackle football teamswill play their
first official games at the 25-aare park on Saturday.

Nampa Optimist Park kicks off with football

Girlsand boysages 7 to 12can play.

Optimist members worked with Centennial Job
Corps and city staff to install sprinklers. They also
designed and huilt terraced seaing for those who
watch the games.

Members are raising about $60,000to build
storage for football gea and equipment to maintain
the fields. The dty will construct a building for
concessons and restrooms when funds beame
avail able.

Nampa Urban Renewal Agency purchased the
land for the park.

Reprinted by permisson of |daho Statesman

Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribune5 Sep 2002 - Front Page

Optimist gridiron sees action

(Above) Members of the Dean Powers Remax team gather for
the National Anthem during the ribban-cutting ceremony held
- during the opening day of Optimist Fookall on Wednesday.

| About 400athletes and 100cheelealers participated at the

| Optimists© new foatball complex in northeast Nampa(Below)
Members of the Nampa Elks football tean gather for the

4| National Anthem duringa ceebration of Nampa©s new

. Optimist football fields. Story, 4a

Reprinted by permission ¢daho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribune5 Sep 2002 - Pagi&a

Community: Hundreds of young
athletes break in new fields with
touchdowns, tackles

LoraVolkert

IdahoPressTribure

NAMPA -- A rainbow of shiny jerseys svarmed
opening right of the new Optimist Football Park in
Nampa.

Hundreds of boys gormed the field Wednesday
for agame of scrimmage to brea in the park
behind Birch Elementary Schodl. Nineteen teams --
with monikers including the Mighty Mustangs, the
Vikings, the Tornadoes and the Big Dogs -- will
play thisyea.

Close to 400foatball playersin huking shoulder
pads and more than 100 chealeadersin blad,
pleaed skirts sgned up for the Nampa Optimist
Football League.

The new park, a @llaborative projed of the
Optimists, Nampa Parks and Reaedion and Urban

Football fields open for fall games

Renewal, all owed the Optimists to expand the
program.

Ken Wilson, head of the Optimist Football
Committee said teams will play at the park every
Saturday through October. He encouraged everyone
to watch the young players compete.

Wil son thanked the many donors and voluntees
who contributed to the park"s construction and the
125foaotball coacdhes dedicaing many hours aweek
to their teams.

Nampa Mayor Tom Dale was pleased to seethe
park completed despite having to overcome the
financial hurdles of asluggsh economy. He
thanked the park's contributors for seang it
through

"The life lesons the youngathletes lean will
make the ommunitywide dfort worthwhile," Dale
said. "We'll watch these kids parade throughthis
field... and persevering throughpain and obstades,”
he said. "We're ready to cdebrate kids,
teamwork."

Reprinted by permission édaho Press Tribune

Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribune6 Sep 2002 - Page 8a

Our views

Optimists get our kudos for investing in community

SUMMARY: Our thanks and praise
goout to the NampaOptimist Club --
and all those who donated to the
project — for making the new
Optimist Football Park in north
Nampa a reality.

Talk about field of dreams.

Or in the caseof the new Optimist
Football Park in north Nampa, make that
"fields.” The pak, which was dedicated
Wednesday night, features
seven.

That means the Optimist Club o
Nampawasableto expandts longtimefootball
program,which sporsors competitiveplay for
children ages 7 to 12.

And the kids have responded in
force. Nearly 400 playersand more than 100
cheerleaderbavesignedup for leagueplay on
Saturdays through October.

The park, located behind Birch
ElementarySchool,is a collaborative efforpof
theOptimists NampaParksandRecreatiorand
the North Nampa Urban Renewal District.

And numerous donors angblunteers
--includingthe125member®fthecommunity
who have enlistedin the league©soaching
ranks.

The projectis a shining example of
how much can be accompished when a
communitydaresto dreambig andthenjoins
forces to make that dream a reality.

Of coursetherealwinnersarethekids
who will havea chanceto learnmanyof life©s
most important lessonsthrough competitive
sports. We believe the experience will help
them makehe mostof their growing-up years
andbecomeproductivecitizenswho give back
to their community-- like thosewho built this
park.

Sothankgo theOptimistsfor tackling
this projectand to all those whose generous
doretionsmadeit pasgble. Our community will
reapthereward=f thisinvestmentn ouryouth
for decades to come.

No punts here. All first downs.

-- Our viewis basedon the majority opinions
of the Idaho PressTribune ditorial board.
Members of the board are JamesT. Barnes
Jr., publisher; Vickie Holbrook, managing
editor; David Woolsey, assistantmanaging
editor; Jay E. Vail, opinion editor; Drew
Munro, news editor; and community
representatives Harry Smith, Machele R.
Hamilton, Louard Crumbaugh, Bill
Montgomery and Shauna Stallings of
Nampa; and Kevin Spainhowerof Caldwell.

Reprinted by permission édaho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Internet Website coverage

Michad Gray has gent hous working on ou web site & http://www.nampaoptimist.org.
Thisweb site not only provides information abou our club, bu also doubes as historicd
documentation d what our club has dore over the yeas. It currently prints out to abou 130
pages, and growing.

We show upin the top ten, onseach engines for so many words relating to our
endeavors. The phrase “Nampa Optimist” is quickly becoming a much sought after subjed onthe
internet. The page has beacome asourceof informationfor our Optimist programs. Even non
Optimists or other members of the Optimist Foaotball program know our page has information
they nedl.

Idaho PressTribure http://www.idahopresscom/ (links - community service dubs)
Idaho Statesman http://www.idahostatesman.com/ (archives and links)
Boise Optimist Club http://www.ba seoptimist.com/Abou%20us.htm

Paafic NW District  http://www.prwoptimist.org/optimist/Links.htm

Optimist Int http://www.optimist.org/index-clublinks.html
Optimiste http://www.optimiste.org/branches/usa/idaho.itm
City of Nampa http://www.ci.nampa.id.us/inf/civic.html

Boise Family Mag  http://www.ba sefamily.com/guides/sports02 shtml
Idaho Football http://www.idahaofithesscom/focotball 1.htm

Nampa Schods http://www.nsd131.ag/schod s/schalarships/

MTG EnterPrizes http://www.nampa.net/

Ken Wilson & Asoc http://www.kenwil sonredestate.com/

Punt, Pass& Kick  http://www.eteamz.com/football/t ournaments/state.cfm/Idaho/
Big List http://www.travel-idaho.com/PageNOP.html

Note: Web sites can change without notice. All of these sites were live & the printing of this bodk.
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Sedion 3 Properly Identified Pictures

Nampa Optimist Park L ayout

Nampa Optimist Park is 25
aaes. Our site plan includes 7 football
fields. We could have more fields, bu
felt that parking, buldings, anda
playgroundfor the smaller kids soud
beincluded. The parking lot isin pace
but will be paved by Urban Renewal
next yea. Our storage building is
planned for next yea.

Ead field hasterraced bleader
systems. These systems increase the
number of people who can watch the
games from the 50 yard line in comfort.
People can uselawn chairs and kring
coolers.

The parking lot includes 318
spaces. While thiswould be alot for
most parks, we're quickly finding out
that thisis not enough as our crowds all
show up at the sametime.

Parking

Nampa Optimist Football Park
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Prepare theland

The agreament between the Nampa
Urban Renewal agency and the farmer who
previously owned the land, was to harvest alast
crop d dfafafrom the fields before we could
Start.

Having our sign ou front was grea
pulicity for the dub. It lets everyone know we

are coming, and serious abou building our park.

The City of Nampa Idaho wanted to
develop anew park in North Nampa. Spurred on
by North Nampa Residents; the Nampa Urban
Renewal agency set aside @ou $1,000,0000
develop anicepark.

The Nampa Optimist Club had adream
of having our own football fields. After many
discussons and regotiations, the City of Nampa
and the Nampa Optimist Club ceaded to make a
park together.

Once harvest was over, we could
start moving equipment in and leveling the
land. This required some heary dirt moving
equipment, which was dorated.

Getting that groundflat is essentia to
having gred foaotball fields. Severa of our
club members gent many hous ead week
onthis phase of the projed.
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Terraced Bleacher System

Optimist, Ken Wil son on the badhoe

After building along moundat what
will beaome the 50 yard line, we dig two
trenches abou 6 fed apart. The badk trenchis

abou 2 fed higher
than the front.

We then lay
in the formsfor the
footings. These will
hold upthe wall s of
our terrace

Optimist, Eric Clark and his crew pour concrete

Have you ever naticed how everyone

likesto sit right at the 50yard line? We did too.
To make the spedators more cmfortable, we
designed aterracal bleater system.

These ae nat quite bleadersin the

traditional sense, bu are adualy better for our
type of audience They have enough room for
lawn chairs for the whole family.

Optimists, Dusty Scudder and Ken Wil son

The funredly begins when the concrete

trucks show up.Onceit'sdry, it better be right.
We used 17truck loads of concrete for this part
of the projed.
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During some of our projeds and ou
foatball program, we made some friends at
the Centennial Job Corps. They have been a
gred help to many of our other programs as
well.

These yourg people have helped us
build the park. They also help us during our
football season dang everything from
concessons and parking to running the Astro
Jump or even just picking up garbage and
cleaning up.

After the foaotings are laid, rebar will
left be sticking up. When we pour in the wall s,
the rebar helps anchor everything.

After removing the forms, we can
either start forming up the wall s or start on
one of the other 6 fields.

Some of our friends from Centennial Job Corps

Terracel Bleaders, advertisingis fund raising for park

27

Here aethe coompleted
bleaders. Realy for lawn chairs,
strollersand at least 3 times as many
people aflat groundwould hdd.
People can watch thelir kids play
football in comfort.



Sprinkler System

It takes about 3 miles of sprinkler pipe
to water the entire park. The City of Nampa
Parks and Reaedion department did the
designs.

The Nampa Optimist Club worked
with the City onthis part of the projed. We
also enlisted help from our friends at the Job
Corps.

Optimists, City of Nampa and Job Corps work together

Ead joint must be meticulously
conreded o it le&ks. A le& can crede a
dangerous hdein thefield. We cdl them leg
bre&ers. We cetainly didnt want any of
those.

The main valveisan 8inch pipe. The
last sprinkler onead lineisa2inch pipe. The
system is built with an eledric timer system.

Optimist, Dean Shafer with sprinklers

After attadhing the pipe, we cover
everything up with drt and level the sprinkler
heads.

Optimist, Michad Gray conneding sprinklers
28



Let's Play Foatball

Hereisthefina result. Happy
kids playing a grea game of foatball,
having fun and leaning some important
lifelesons.

Thefields are still soft and easy
to land on.Painting the lines takes abou
3 miles (or 35 gall ons) of paint every
week.

Kids playing foatball, runring for a touchdown

Our Football Commisgoner,
Dave Mudd has worked hard thisyea to
make our program better. Thisyea has
bean aspedal challenge asour fields
have never been tested.

Here heiswith histeam.

Optimist, Dave Mudd with histeam

Ken Wilson, ou Football
Exeautive Diredor isalso a mad. He
encourages histean to dothelir best. I'm
sure he enjoys watching histeam play the
game on ou new field of dreams (you
can't seethe arn fields from this angle,
but it's there).

We had to buld it becaise they
came and we nealed the space

Coadh Ken Wil son, encouraging Hstean
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