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Section 1: Project Story
Optimist International

Community Projects Awards Entry
Project Story

Title of Project:  Nampa Optimist Park
Category: Community Improvement

Single Club Entry: X
Sponsor ing Optimist Club: Nampa Optimist Club
Club Number: 32214 Fax Number: (208)463-9363
Contact Person: Michael Gray Phone Number: (208)467-6236Work Number: (208)467-6236
Address: 511-9th Ave. N.
City: Nampa State/Province: Idaho          Postal Code: 83687-3347
Distr ict:  Pacific NW District Population of Community Served: 56,000
Club Membership when project completed: 47 Number of Club Members involved: 40+
Number of youth served/attended: 6000
Date project completed From: Feb 2002 To: Sep 2002
Estimated project hours Optimist:  1950+ Other: 3020+

Number of Committee Members: 13+
Budget: Income: $1,198,400.00 Expenses: $1,198,400.00

Project  purpose and br ief summary
Nampa Idaho takes great pride in the many ways we provide for our youth When our club

began 6 years ago, all we really had was the desire to do something extra special for our
community.

Many youth activities involve sports and require fields. When we started our football
program 3 years ago, we decided our special contribution to Nampa would be to develop the best
youth football program, complete with fields to play on, for our young football players.

Relevant publicity and promotions
Printed Press:
The Idaho Press Tribune (IPT) provided free Public Service Announcements. The IPT

attended many of our events and published great articles and pictures, often on the front page.
The Idaho Statesman from Boise (our state capital), provided some coverage for our

events.
TV Coverage:
KTRV (Channel 12) and KTVB (channel 7) both sent news crews down to cover our grand

opening ceremonies.
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Outside organizations assisting or cooperating
The Nampa Optimist Park project received fantastic support from our community. Our

project cost about $1.2 milli on, from about 100 sources. We had nearly 200 volunteers (see
Program Contributors chapter, under Project Details).

Community benefits
The Nampa Optimist Youth Football program strives to teach all of its players the

importance of teamwork, dedication, and responsibilit y. These are all assets the kids can take
with them into other areas of their li ves. They can put these assets to work at home, school,
church, or wherever necessary.

The community gets the benefits of a positive activity for its youth, its adults, and an
investment in a facilit y they can be proud of.

Club benefits
The Club members work hard to support the Nampa Optimist Youth Football and see it

as a vehicle to reach a great deal of our community©s youth. This program attracts new members
to the Club.

Nampa Optimist football i s very visible in the community and Optimist members are
known as "can do" people. The Mayor chose us for the annual “Service Club Award” this year.
Nampa Optimist members are often asked to fill positions and duties that they may not otherwise
get the opportunity to do - thus providing a means of personal growth.

Thus, the Optimist Club is seen as an important service club in the community. Its
members gain personal satisfaction from seeing the kids succeed in the football program. Also,
members learn new skill s and get opportunities they may not have if they were not involved.

Reason for selecting the activity
When we started our football program 3 years ago, we wanted to fill a niche in our

community that needed to be fill ed. For 2 years, we borrowed fields from a local middle school.
Having our own fields allow us to have more scheduling and facilit y control. It provides

more fields for our kids to play on. It also instill s pride in our program, not only from the Nampa
Optimist Club members, but from our football kids, the cheerleaders, the parents and ultimately
our entire community.

Club members’ personal evaluation of project
Come out to the park and you can see 2000-3000 people each weekend watch 600-1000

kids play football . The compliments we receive each weekend from kids, parents, people in the
community and community leaders is overwhelming.

Nampa Optimist Football has brought financial stabilit y to our club. We can finally afford
to give out scholarships to good kids. We can support both brains and brawn. It also helps us
fund new projects such as our new mentor committee for the Nampa Youth Golf program and
other youth contests. We can even afford to send our off icers off to district training.
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Budget (refer to Budget Detail section in Project Details)
Nampa Optimist Club:
Income $93,400.00
Expenses $93,400.00

Outside Organizations:
Nampa Urban Renewal $1,005,000.00
City of Nampa Idaho $100,000.00

--------------.---
Grand Total $1,198,400.00

Summary of major activities
The first thing on our agenda was to find a place to build our park. We have spent the last

3 years asking people to help us accomplish our goal. Every potential situation contains both
good and bad elements. We had to find a situation that was a good fit for us, the community and
the kids.

Ken Wilson, our Football Executive Director spearheaded the asking process. This was
very much his dream, and he just wouldn't let go until he succeeded. Sometimes dreams become
contagious. Getting other people to buy into your dream can make dreams happen. Ken did this
very well and convinced the entire club to share his dream and make it happen. The club was
more than happy to share his dream because we strongly felt that this was that special project we
wanted to give to our community.

The City of Nampa became one of our most important partners. We established a good
working relationship with the city Parks and Recreation Department by helping them build
several playgrounds and a new skateboard park. Nampa Optimist Football uses the park about 9
weeks out of every year. The Nampa Parks & Recreation Department takes care of mowing the
grass and other maintenance for the remainder of the year. The other 43 weeks, Nampa Optimist
Park is a public park for community enjoyment  and other events.

Construction Schedule
Feb 2002 Level the land for fields and decide where everything should go.
Mar 2002 Construct the terraced bleacher system on all 7 fields.
Apr 2002 Install the sprinkler system.
May 2002 Plant the grass and wait for it to grow.
Aug 2002 Surveying field placement
25 Aug Install 1st set of goal posts
30 Aug Paint all 7 football fields
4 Sep 2002 Grand opening with the Mayor, Urban Renewal and free hot dogs. The kids get to

play a couple scrimmages on the new fields.
6 Sep 2002 First off icial game. This is what we all have been waiting for.
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Section 2: Project Details

Football Committee
Football Exec Dir: Ken Wilson
Football Commiss: Dave Mudd
Asst Commissioner: Eric Clark
Coach Coordinator: Eric Clark
Tackle Coordinator: Jody Goodman
Flag Coordinator: Randy Doramus
EMT Coordinator: Doug Strosnider
Referee Coordinator: Paul Canary
Publicity Director: Kenny Wroten
Treasurer: Dean Shafer

Touchdown Cards: Dean Shafer
Founders Club: Butch Myers
Field Preparation: Michael Gray
Parking Super: Doug Strosnider
Concessions Dir: Dave Summers
Apparel Comptroller: Carol Mitchell
Cheerleader Coord: Terri Mudd
Web Master: Michael Gray

and 125 Football Coaches

Program Contr ibutors

Special Par tners
City of Nampa: The Mayor and City Council decided to buy land for park.
Nampa Urban Renewal: Paid for land and many of the improvements.
Nampa Parks & Recreation: Lots of work on the park, year around upkeep.
Centennial Job Corps: Lots of hours on the park and help with our football program.
Nampa Chamber, Leadership Nampa: planted trees.
Boy Scouts of Nampa: Planted more trees.
125 Football Coaches

Platinum Sponsors ($2500+)
Outback Steakhouse: cooked 300-500 free Victoria Fill et Dinners, for past 3 years.
Healthy Nampa, Health Youth: $2500 donation for past 3 years.
Nampa Education Foundation: $2500 donation.
MTG EnterPrizes: Web Page design and hosting.
Ken Wilson & Associates: Construction services and donation.
Dave Mudd / ReMax: Construction services and donation.
Idaho Concrete: Concrete
Economy Concrete: Construction materials, equipment and services
Robert Myer Construction: Construction services and donation
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Gold Sponsors ($1000+)
Nampa Elk's #1389 
Nampa Kiwanis Club 
Nampa Lions Club
Boy's and Girl's Club of Nampa 
Bud Aune - Coldwell Banker 
Dean Powers - ReMax 
Leonard Equipment 
Lovelace & Kido Dental 
Transnation Title 
Dennis Harmon Construction 
City Glass 

Dugout Sports Cards
Gaschler Appraisal Services 
Champions Pub and Grill 
Goicoechea Law Off ices 
Sign Pro 
Darlene's Printing 
Robb Sorensen Trucking 
Quinco Credit Union
American Construction Supply
Rocky Mountain Steel
Sign King

Silver Sponsors ($500+)
VL Livestock 
Action Garage Door 
Julie Meyers - Staci's bail bonds

Mill enium Mortgage
Koudelka Plumbing
Wells Fargo Bank
Columbia Paint

Bronze Sponsors ($250+)
Sawtooth Pizza
Nampa Association of Realtors
Rundle Electric and Engineers
Greenfield Masonry
John Littlefield Excavation
Tanner Painting
Marmon bail bonds
C&S Lawn Maintenance
Garold Gilster

Thomas Thor
G&R Agricultural Products
Daniel Lawrence
Marv Braun
Abel Hernandez
LCD Painting and Drywall
Candy Wilhelm
Osmus Roofing

Team Sponsors ($500 / Year)
Alli ance Title
Keely's Dry Wall
Bulldog Shirts
Champions Sports Pub
Outback Steakhouse
Lloyd Lumber
Buck's Bags
Dean Powers - ReMax
Pioneer Title
Extreme Electric

Cowboy Motors
Transnation Title
Mill ennium Mortgage
White Peterson
Nampa Elk's #1389
Robb Sorensen Trucking
Garrity Blvd Auto Body
Myers Construction
Money Express
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Budget Details
Dean Shafer, our club Secretary/Treasurer and Football committee treasurer and

Touchdown Fund Raising chair is doing a spectacular job. Many of the innovations and creativity
for the fund raising has been his doing.

Nampa Optimist Club:
Income: Punt, Pass & Kick $4,000.00

Outback Lunch $4,000.00
Sign-ups ($5/player goes to park fund) $2,500.00
Touchdown Cards $26,000.00
Founders Club (Platinum) $30,000.00
                       (Gold) $22,500.00
                       (Silver & Bronze) $4,400.00

-------------.---
Total $93,400.00

Expenses: Bleachers $45,000.00
Equipment Rentals (backhoes etc) $5,000.00
Ground Preparation $4,500.00
Construction Management $5,000.00
Flag Pole $4,000.00
Goal Posts $8,500.00

Maintenance and Upkeep Equipment
Gator and Golf Cart $7,000.00
Field Painter and Templates $3,400.00
Storage Trailer $300.00
Off ice Trailer $300.00
Miscellaneous $3,000.00
Carry to next year (Storage Bldg) $7,400.00

-------------.---
Total $93,400.00

Outside Organizations:
Nampa Urban Renewal
     Land $450,000.00
     Parking, Entrance, Sewer, Concession $555,000.00
City of Nampa Idaho (Parks & Rec) $100,000.00

(Land Prep, Sprinklers, Grass, Trees, Playground)
-------------.---

Total $1,105,000.00
------------------------------.---

Grand Total $1,198,400.00
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Funding Details
In Nampa, we have a large Urban Renewal (UR) district, with the goal of improving

North Nampa. UR is a part of the City of Nampa. Shirley Dean is one of our club members and is
also a board member of the UR. She understood our project and helped explain it to the other UR
board members.

The UR board also got encouragement from the North Nampa Residents Association
(NNRA). The NNRA board includes some Nampa Optimist members (President, Michael Gray
and Board, Shirley Dean). Other NNRA members have children and grandchildren who benefit
from the Nampa Optimist Football program.

Local service clubs are supporting our program as well , including the Nampa Elk's,
Nampa Kiwanis and the Nampa Lions clubs.

Press coverage
Kenny Wroten, our Publicity Director has done a great job with the press. The Idaho

Press Tribune is our local Nampa newspaper. They know Kenny well . Some people claim he has
his own desk at the newspaper.

The Idaho Statesman is the newspaper in Boise (our state capital). They are starting to
notice us too.

The following articles represent just the most appropriate press to this project.

IPT 18 Feb 2002, front page Optimist Youth Football builds new home
IPT 8 Apr 2002 Football park moves ahead
IPT 24 Apr 2002, front page Congratulations to Optimists for service award
IPT 7 Jun 2002 Optimists kick off preseason
IPT 24 Jul 2002, front page Fields prepared for gridiron
IPT 27 Jul 2002, EdCorner Thanks to all who make dreams true
IdSt 8 Aug 2002 Nampa renewal agency Oks $9 milli on budget
IPT 29 Aug 2002, front business Wal-Mart makes Optimist gridiron gift
IdSt 5 Sep 2002 Nampa Optimist Park kicks off with football
IPT 5 Sep 2002, front page Optimist Gridiron sees action
IPT 5 Sep 2002, Page 4a Football fields open for fall games
IPT 6 Sep 2002, page 8a Optimist get our kudos for investing in community
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Optimi st Youth Football Builds new home
Optimist Park
construction star ts,
but funding needed

Lora Volkert
Idaho Press Tribune

NAMPA -- If all goes as
planned, more than 500 kids
will be playing football and
shouting cheers this summer
at a new park behind the
Valli vue School District''s
new elementary school.

    Optimist Park, located
behind Birch Elementary
near the Ridgecrest Golf

Course, will be the home of seven
football fields for participants in Nampa
Optimist Youth Football . Progress is
being made,  according to football

committee spokesman Kenny
Wroten.

    The park ground has been
leveled and staked. Gravel has
been laid down for parking lots
and workers will soon be ready
to pave them. Also, ground is
being built up into ledges for
bleachers..

    Although Wroten doesn't
expect all the outbuildings --
including a concession stand and
a storage building for football
equipment -- will be ready by
summer, he hopes the fields will
be prepared in time for end-zone
rushes and field goals.

Football : Inclusiveness is key

    The fields will be shared by 25 to 30 teams of kids
ages 7 to 12. Seven- and 8-year-olds will play flag
football and 9- to 12-year-olds will play tackle
football . Cheerleaders -- from 7 to 12 years old -- will
be on hand to offer a good dose of encouragement.

    Wroten believes the park''s importance comes
down to more than letting kids learn to enjoy football .

    "They learn to be a team player, how important
teamwork is, they learn responsibilit y and dedication
to something," he said.

    The advantage of Optimist Youth Football , Wroten
said, is its inclusiveness.
"They show up, they play," he said. "They don''t

have to try out. Our goal is to include as many kids
as possible and not to exclude any. By our rules, kids
have to play a certain amount of time. They go to
practice and they are part of the team."

    The club is still t rying to raise money for sprinkler
systems, buildings and other construction.
Businesses and individuals can sponsor teams or join
the park''s Founders Club -- of which Healthy
Nampa Healthy Youth has been a major sponsor --
with a donation.

    Corporations or organizations can even sponsor a
football field, Wroten said, or local businesses can
offer discounts on their services or products as part
of fund-raising efforts. Parents also can volunteer to
coach or raise funds.

Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribune 18 Feb 2002 - Front Page

Page 5a



12

Football Park Moves Ahead
Centennial Job Corps© Daniel Gonzalez, 17,
foreground, and Chris Johnson, 18, fit a pipe into place
for an irrigation system at Optimist Park in Nampa.
With the help of volunteers and contributions,
organizers hope the park will be ready for Optimist
Youth Football practice this summer. 

Backers hope 
Optimist Park will be 
done in August
NAMPA -- A new football park
in Nampa for Nampa Optimist
Youth Football players is
becoming a reality as volunteers
make significant headway.

    At Optimist Park, located
behind Birch Elementary -- the
Valli vue School District''s new
elementary -- and near the
Ridgecrest Golf Course, seven
football fields will greet budding
gridiron giants. Organizers hope
the fields will be ready for
practices this summer.

    And with growing support
from the community, and the
helping hands of volunteers, the
goal is coming closer to reality.

    The park grounds have already
been leveled and staked. Gravel
has been laid for parking lots.
And organizers hope to get to the
point that the city can start
watering and get grass seed going
in time for practice in August.

    The fields will be shared by 25
to 30 teams of kids ages seven to

12. Seven- and 8-
year-olds will
play flag football and 9- to 12-year-
olds will play tackle football . Both
boys and girls can play football .

    A sprinkler system and
cement footings and walls for
bleachers were the most recent
additions to the effort, which
has been spurred on by the
donations of several local
businesses. Ken Wilson, coach
and past commissioner of the
football committee, credited
Eric Clark of Economy
Concrete for donating time
and effort to concrete work on
the bleachers for the fields, as
well as businesses such as
Idaho Concrete Co. and
American Construction
Supply.

    But even with the outpouring of
support, Wilson and football
committee spokesman Kenny
Wroten added that help is still
needed to complete the project.

    "Progress is moving along on
the football park, but we still
need more sponsors," Wroten
said.

    Among the major projects that
still needs to be completed,
according to Wilson, is a 30- by
60-foot storage structure at the
park.

    The park''s Founders Club,
which anyone can join, has a
major sponsor with a donation
from the Healthy Nampa Healthy
Youth organization. But the club
is still t rying to raise money for
buildings and other construction.

    Businesses and individuals can
sponsor a football field or local
businesses can offer discounts on
their services or products as part
of fund-raising efforts. And
parents also can volunteer to
coach or raise funds.

     To offer your help to the
effort, contact Wroten at 467-

Optimists In The News
Idaho Press Tribune 8 Apr 2002 - Page 4a
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Congratulations to Optimists for service award
SUMM ARY: The Nampa Optimist Club
was an excellent choice for the annual
Mayor ’’ s Service Club Award.

NAMPA -- We don''t envy Nampa''s mayor when it
comes to choosing which of the city''s organizations
to honor with the annual Service Club Award.

    There's a long list to consider, including the likes
of the Countryman''s Club, Nampa Jaycees, Lions
Club, Rotary Club, Soroptimist Club, Woman''s
Century Club, the Civic Center Auxili ary and the
Kiwanis Club. And all do a multitude of good works
that make passing them over diff icult at best.

    But we wholeheartedly support the choice of the
Nampa Optimist Club by Mayor Tom Dale as this
year''s recipient. The club has a long history of
supporting children''s programs and special projects
like collecting letters for Santa from the post off ice
at Christmas and writing replies.

    But the organization''s crowning achievement has

been raising $90,000 to build the Optimist Football
Park on Birch Lane behind the new Birch
Elementary School.

    The club has long run a football program that
includes 25 to 30 flag and tackle teams of children
ages 7 to 12 -- both boys and girls. The problem was
finding enough fields for practices and games.

    The new park, expected to be ready for play in
August, will t ake care of that. It will i nclude seven
football fields, bleachers, a concession stand and a
building for equipment storage.

    It''s a challenging project, but one that will
greatly improve the city''s quality of li fe.
It''s also typical of the Optimists.

    So congratulations to club members for your
award. You deserve it for dreaming big and then
delivering.

Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribune 24 Apr 2002 - Front Page

Reprinted by permission of Idaho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Optimists kick off preseason
Youth football : League star ts season with
Punt, Pass and Kick competition

Hatt ie James
Idaho Press Tribune

NAMPA -- The Nampa Optimists started the football
preseason in classic style Thursday with their Punt,
Pass and Kick contest at Lakeview Park.

    "This is our third annual," Optimist football
director Ken Wilson said. "And this was a pretty big
turnout."

    The competition is the Optimist program''s biggest
fund raiser. Wilson estimates it has brought in about
$4,000 each year. "And that''s about half of what we
spend a weekend with fields and referees," Wilson
said.

    The competition lasted from 5:30 to 8 p.m., with
boys and girls from ages 8 to 15 competing. "The
winners head to the sectional (competition)," Wilson
said. "Then they have a chance to compete at
regionals and then nationals." The regional
competition will be held at a Seattle Seahawks game
and the national competition is annually staged at the
Super Bowl and shown during that game''s coverage.

    Competitors went through the motions of punts,
passes and kicks Thursday and then got to settle in for
an evening of play at the park while their parents got
treated to dinner by the Outback and music by a local
band.

    "The Outback is doing this for free," Wilson said,
"and all the proceeds go to our program."
The Boise Xtreme, a women''s professional football
team, was out in full force to help the competitors.

    Wilson said there were quite a few girls at the
competition Thursday. "We have some signed up for
tackle and flag this year," he said.

    One girl competing, Dustie Wilson, actually will be
a cheerleader this fall . She cheers for brother Rusty''s
team and he got her started on the punt, pass and kick.

    "It was awesome," Dustie, 12, said of her first
competition. "I did good. I use the tee better than
throwing or kicking." Dustie said her 10-year old
brother, who plays for the Vikings, wanted some help
practicing. "He said, ‘‘ Come on, help me practice,'' --
Dustie said.

    While Dustie Wilson likes kicking better, a set of
twins at the competition preferred the punt.
"I can kick further," Brady Doramus said.

    His brother, Cody, likes the punt because it''s a
littl e easier. "It''s easier to drop kick," he said.

    The 9-year old twins will be playing their first year
of tackle football this fall and their dad, Randy, will
be their coach. They''ve competed in the Punt, Pass
and Kick since its local inception.

    The season will start in August, when the Optimist
Jamboree will t ake place at Boise State''s Bronco
Stadium.

    "That''s basically a weigh-in," Ken Wilson said.
"There''s 130-140 teams there and our league will
have between 22-25, maybe up to 27 teams and
we''ve been averaging 18-22 players per team."

    The players will have new fields this year, with the
Optimists building a complex behind Birch
Elementary School. "We have goal posts and we
poured concrete bleachers," Wilson said.

Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribune 7 Jun 2002 - Front Page

Reprinted by permission of Idaho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Fields prepared for gr idiron
Community: Nampa's new Optimist
Football fields will kick off on time

Lora Volkert
Idaho Press Tribune

NAMPA -- The running, tackling, jumping and
cheering will start on time for more than 440
kids in the Nampa Optimist Youth Football
program.

    The dream of a new complex of playing
fields is about to come true. Organizers said
this week they expect the Optimist Football
fields will be ready for play on opening day --
Sept. 4.

    Optimist Football League Executive Director
Ken Wilson said the seven fields are ready,
bleachers are installed, trees are planted and
playground equipment is in. But the park --
located near Birch Elementary, the new school
in north Nampa for the Valli vue School District
-- still needs some finishing work.

    The Optimist Club and Nampa Parks and Recreation will i nstall the final element to make
the fields ready for play -- 14 goal posts made from metal donated by Steelhead Metal Corp.
and welded and painted by Job Corps students. The goal posts will be installed within a week
or so.
    Organizers still need permits and licenses to construct a utilit y building and pave the
parking lot, and portable toilets and concession stands will have to be used this season until
permanent structures can be built . But young players will get their chance to enjoy the fresh,
green fields this season.
    Nampa Optimists are planning for a grand opening scrimmage game to break in the field
the evening of Sept. 4. The football season will kick off Sept. 7.
    So far, 375-plus kids have signed up to play football , and 65 cheerleaders have signed up.
Twenty teams will play eight games in the 11-week season. Seven- and 8-year-old boys and
girls will play flag football and 9- to 12-year-old boys and girls will play tackle football .

Optimists In The News
Idaho Press Tribune 24 Jul 2002 - Front Page

Reprinted by permission of Idaho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability
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Thanks to all who make dreams true
Life is good, and you know it when:

Jim Barnes
Idaho Press Tribune

   A littl e one like Caldwell ''s 10-year-old Makayla
Carey reports an apartment fire -- an act that no doubt
saved a number of lives. She deserves all of our
thanks. So do her parents for raising such a responsible
and alert child. She deserves an award.

   Nampa''s Ryan Aldridge puts Idaho youth golf on
the map by winning the Westfield Junior PGA
Championship back in Ohio. Incredible feat by a
young man who's only played the game seriously for 4
years. Determination + hard work = success. Probably
got that from his parents, too. 

   Nampa's Ken Wilson and his minions make their
dream of a substantial youth football program a reality.
Nampa Youth Optimist Football becomes a big part of
youth sports and recreation with the opening of those
wonderful fields. Determination + hard work =
success.

   You can make a local mortician laugh with a quick
(can''t believe I thought of it) barb. Was at a meeting
and he rose and said to the folks at his table: "Sorry I
have to leave, but I have a going-away party to go to."
Couldn''t stop myself from asking if that''s what they
call funerals these days.

   Greg Bullock stays after his dream for a golf
community. Was sorry to see county commissioners
turn down his proposal. I think it could have lived side
by side with the gun club. But then I''m a golfer and
not a shooter, so I know I''m biased. If it doesn''t
work there, Greg, hope you keep your eye on and heart
in the prize.

   Great guys like Bill Ilett keep pursuing their passion
-- like bringing professional basketball back to the
valley. Thanks, Bill , for including Canyon County in
your dream again.

   A proposal is made to move Idaho out of the wacky
U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals by creating a new
one. Don''t know if a new district would be better,
but I swear under God it couldn''t be any worse.

   A new study shows that women''s brains are more
wired for emotion than men''s, and that they
remember more. Whew! And all this time I just
thought I was stupid. But then we also learn that men
need less conflict with their mates to have better sex
lives, and women need more friendship. So you have
to ask: How can we guys be better friends with you
ladies if you can''t forget the conflicts? Sheesh.

   Former New York Yankee Don Larsen sells his
memorabili a from the only perfect game in World
Series history to finance his grandchildren''s education.
Phil Donahue is back on TV, and I have a remote in
my hand.

   You laugh every time you see the AFLAC
commercial with Yogi Berra.

   You read that superb actresses Lily Tomlin and
Mary Louise Parker are joining the cast of your
favorite TV show, "The West Wing."

   NFL training camps start up again meaning the
season is on the way. And knowing your Kansas City
Chiefs nightmare is poised to begin again. And that as
soon as it is over you''ll be wishing for it yet again.

   You remember metal ice trays with a lever and still
consider yourself young.

   You can end with something profound such as: A
day without sunshine is like -- night. 

Optimists In The News
Idaho Press Tribune 27 Jul 2002 - Editor's Corner

Reprinted by permission of Idaho Press Tribune
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Nampa renewal agency OK's $9 milli on budget
by Sandra Forester
The Idaho Statesman

   Nampa Urban Renewal Agency approved a
proposed 2003 budget including $9 milli on in
expenditures Wednesday.

   A public hearing on the budget will be held at
5:30 p.m. Aug. 20 at City Hall , 411 3rd St. S.
The agency estimates revenues of $10.6 milli on for
the year.

   More than half the budget, about $5.5 milli on, is
earmarked for the Idaho Center to pay for contracts,
leases, operations, a fire pump and general support.

   North Nampa redevelopment projects, including a
demoliti on program, a study of library services, a
neighborhood newsletter and resource guide, and an
abandoned car project, would receive $572,500.

   About $562,000 was pegged for paving, utiliti es,

a comfort station, curb, gutters, entrance and
sidewalks at Optimist Park on Birch Lane.

   Transportation and street improvements such as
widening and beautification of Garrity Boulevard,
engineering for the Kings Corner Overpass and
expanding Nampa Municipal Airport would receive
about $1.8 milli on.

   The agency would pay $75,000 for additional
land on which Nampa School District plans to build
an elementary school and $180,000 for engineering
to improve Can-Ada Road around the Boise State
University West Campus.

    Nampa Boys and Girls Club ' s Club Night
program will receive $30,000.

    About $300,000 was set aside for economic
development or property acquisition projects that
are yet to be determined.

Optimists In The News

Idaho Statesman 8 Aug 2002

Reprinted by permission of Idaho Statesman
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Wal-Mar t make Optimist gr idiron gift
   Dave Mudd, football commissioner of the
Nampa Optimist Club football program, left,
accepts a check for $500 from Dawn Vezzoso,
community involvement coordinator for the
Nampa Wal-Mart, as Mudd©s son, Dylan looks
on. The 10-year-old Dylan is a participant in the
service club©s gridiron program.

   Nampa Optimist Football Committee
spokesman Kenny Wroten said the money will be
used to continue improvements at Optimist Park.

   The park©s seven fields are ready for play, and
the Optimists will hold a kickoff with all the
teams on Wednesday, Sept. 4. Games start Sept.
7.

   About 400 kids between ages 7 and 12 have
signed up to play football and more than 65 have
signed up to be cheerleaders.

Dick Selby / IPT 

Optimists In The News
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Nampa Optimist Park kicks off with football
by Sandra Forester
The Idaho Statesman
   About 500 kids played football Wednesday on
seven fresh fields at Nampa Optimist Park.

   Nampa Optimists celebrated the grand opening of
their namesake park off Birch Lane and 11th
Avenue North Extension with free hot dogs and
play time.

   About 100 Nampa Optimist cheerleaders
performed, as well .

   The flag and tackle football teams will play their
first off icial games at the 25-acre park on Saturday.

Girls and boys ages 7 to 12 can play.

   Optimist members worked with Centennial Job
Corps and city staff to install sprinklers. They also
designed and built terraced seating for those who
watch the games.

   Members are raising about $60,000 to build
storage for football gear and equipment to maintain
the fields. The city will construct a building for
concessions and restrooms when funds become
available.

   Nampa Urban Renewal Agency purchased the
land for the park.

Optimists In The News

Idaho Statesman 5 Sep 2002

Reprinted by permission of Idaho Statesman
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Optimist gr idiron sees action
(Above) Members of the Dean Powers Remax team gather for
the National Anthem during the ribbon-cutting ceremony held
during the opening day of Optimist Fooball on Wednesday.
About 400 athletes and 100 cheerleaders participated at the
Optimists© new football complex in northeast Nampa. (Below)
Members of the Nampa Elks football team gather for the
National Anthem during a celebration of Nampa©s new
Optimist football fields. Story, 4a 

Optimists In The News
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Football fields open for fall games
Community: Hundreds of young
athletes break in new fields with
touchdowns, tackles

Lora Volkert
Idaho Press Tribune
NAMPA -- A rainbow of shiny jerseys swarmed
opening night of the new Optimist Football Park in
Nampa.

   Hundreds of boys stormed the field Wednesday
for a game of scrimmage to break in the park
behind Birch Elementary School. Nineteen teams --
with monikers including the Mighty Mustangs, the
Vikings, the Tornadoes and the Big Dogs -- will
play this year.

   Close to 400 football players in hulking shoulder
pads and more than 100 cheerleaders in black,
pleated skirts signed up for the Nampa Optimist
Football League. 

   The new park, a collaborative project of the
Optimists, Nampa Parks and Recreation and Urban

Renewal, allowed the Optimists to expand the
program.

   Ken Wilson, head of the Optimist Football
Committee, said teams will play at the park every
Saturday through October. He encouraged everyone
to watch the young players compete.

    Wilson thanked the many donors and volunteers
who contributed to the park''s construction and the
125 football coaches dedicating many hours a week
to their teams.

   Nampa Mayor Tom Dale was pleased to see the
park completed despite having to overcome the
financial hurdles of a sluggish economy. He
thanked the park''s contributors for seeing it
through.

   "The li fe lessons the young athletes learn will
make the communitywide effort worthwhile," Dale
said. "We''ll watch these kids parade through this
field... and persevering through pain and obstacles,"
he said. "We''re ready to celebrate kids,
teamwork." 

Optimists In The News

Idaho Press Tribune 5 Sep 2002 - Page 4a

Reprinted by permission of Idaho Press Tribune
Note: Article retyped in HTML for better readability



22

Our views

Optimists get our kudos for investing in community
SUMMARY: Our  thanks and praise
go out to the Nampa Optimist  Club --
and all those who donated to the
project – for  making the new
Optimist  Football Park in nor th
Nampa a reality.

Talk about field of dreams.
Or in the case of the new Optimist

Football Park in north Nampa, make that
"fields." The park, which was dedicated
Wednesday night, features
seven.

That means the Optimist Club of
Nampa was able to expand its longtime football
program, which sponsors competitive play for
children ages 7 to 12.

And the kids have responded in
force. Nearly 400 players and more than 100
cheerleaders have signed up for league play on
Saturdays through October.

The park, located behind Birch
Elementary School, is a collaborative effort of
the Optimists, Nampa Parks and Recreation and
the North Nampa Urban Renewal District.

And numerous donors and volunteers
-- including the 125 members of the community
who have enlisted in the league©s coaching
ranks.

The project is a shining example of
how much can be accompli shed when a
community dares to dream big and then joins
forces to make that dream a reality.

Of course, the real winners are the kids
who will  have a chance to learn many of life©s
most important lessons through competitive
sports. We believe the experience will help
them make the most of their growing-up years
and become productive citizens who give back
to their community -- like those who buil t this
park.

So thanks to the Optimists for tackling
this project and to all those whose generous
donations made it possible. Our community will
reap the rewards of this investment in our youth
for decades to come.

No punts here. All first downs.
-- Our  view is based on the majority  opinions
of the Idaho Press-Tr ibune editor ial board.
Members of the board are James T. Barnes
Jr., publisher; Vickie Holbrook, managing
editor;  David Woolsey, assistant managing
editor;  Jay E. Vail, opinion editor ; Drew
Munro,  news editor;  and community
representatives Harry  Smith, Machele R.
Hamil ton, L ouar d Cr umbaugh, Bil l
Montgomery and Shauna Stalli ngs of
Nampa; and Kevin Spainhower of Caldwell.

Optimists In The News
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Internet Website coverage
Michael Gray has spent hours working on our web site at http://www.nampaoptimist.org.

This web site not only provides information about our club, but also doubles as historical
documentation of what our club has done over the years. It currently prints out to about 130
pages, and growing.

We show up in the top ten, on search engines for so many words relating to our
endeavors. The phrase “Nampa Optimist” is quickly becoming a much sought after subject on the
internet. The page has become a source of information for our Optimist programs. Even non-
Optimists or other members of the Optimist Football program know our page has information
they need.

Idaho Press Tribune http://www.idahopress.com/ (links - community service clubs)
Idaho Statesman http://www.idahostatesman.com/ (archives and links)
Boise Optimist Club http://www.boiseoptimist.com/About%20us.htm
Pacific NW District http://www.pnwoptimist.org/optimist/Links.htm
Optimist Int http://www.optimist.org/index-clublinks.html
Optimiste http://www.optimiste.org/branches/usa/idaho.htm
City of Nampa http://www.ci.nampa.id.us/inf/civic.html
Boise Family Mag http://www.boisefamily.com/guides/sports02.shtml
Idaho Football http://www.idahofitness.com/football1.htm
Nampa Schools http://www.nsd131.org/schools/scholarships/
MTG EnterPrizes http://www.nampa.net/
Ken Wilson & Assoc http://www.kenwilsonrealestate.com/
Punt, Pass & Kick http://www.eteamz.com/football/tournaments/state.cfm/Idaho/
Big List http://www.travel-idaho.com/PageNOP.html

Note: Web sites can change without notice. All of these sites were live at the printing of this book.
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Nampa Optimist Football Park

Section 3: Properly Identified Pictures

Nampa Optimist Park Layout
Nampa Optimist Park is 25

acres. Our site plan includes 7 football
fields. We could have more fields, but
felt that parking, buildings, and a
playground for the smaller kids should
be included. The parking lot is in place,
but will be paved by Urban Renewal
next year. Our storage building is
planned for next year.

Each field has terraced bleacher
systems. These systems increase the
number of people who can watch the
games from the 50 yard line in comfort.
People can use lawn chairs and bring
coolers.

The parking lot includes 318
spaces. While this would be a lot for
most parks, we're quickly finding out
that this is not enough as our crowds all
show up at the same time.
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Prepare the land

The City of Nampa Idaho wanted to
develop a new park in North Nampa. Spurred on
by North Nampa Residents; the Nampa Urban
Renewal agency set aside about $1,000,000 to
develop a nice park.

The Nampa Optimist Club had a dream
of having our own football fields. After many
discussions and negotiations, the City of Nampa
and the Nampa Optimist Club decided to make a
park together.

The agreement between the Nampa
Urban Renewal agency and the farmer who
previously owned the land, was to harvest a last
crop of alfalfa from the fields before we could
start.

Having our sign out front was great
publicity for the club. It lets everyone know we
are coming, and serious about building our park.

Once harvest was over, we could
start moving equipment in and leveling the
land. This required some heavy dirt moving
equipment, which was donated.

Getting that ground flat is essential to
having great football fields. Several of our
club members spent many hours each week
on this phase of the project.
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Optimist, Ken Wilson on the backhoe

Optimists, Dusty Scudder and Ken Wilson

Optimist, Eric Clark and his crew pour concrete

Terraced Bleacher System

Have you ever noticed how everyone
likes to sit right at the 50 yard line? We did too.
To make the spectators more comfortable, we
designed a terraced bleacher system.

These are not quite bleachers in the
traditional sense, but are actually better for our
type of audience. They have enough room for
lawn chairs for the whole family.

After building a long mound at what
will become the 50 yard line, we dig two
trenches about 6 feet apart. The back trench is

about 2 feet higher
than the front.

We then lay
in the forms for the
footings. These will
hold up the walls of
our terrace.

The fun really begins when the concrete
trucks show up. Once it's dry, it better be right.
We used 17 truck loads of concrete for this part
of the project.
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Some of our friends from Centennial Job Corps

Terraced Bleachers, advertising is fund raising for park

After the footings are laid, rebar will
left be sticking up. When we pour in the walls,
the rebar helps anchor everything.

After removing the forms, we can
either start forming up the walls or start on
one of the other 6 fields.

During some of our projects and our
football program, we made some friends at
the Centennial Job Corps. They have been a
great help to many of our other programs as
well .

These young people have helped us
build the park. They also help us during our
football season doing everything from
concessions and parking to running the Astro
Jump or even just picking up garbage and
cleaning up.

Here are the completed
bleachers. Ready for lawn chairs,
strollers and at least 3 times as many
people as flat ground would hold.
People can watch their kids play
football i n comfort.
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Optimists, City of Nampa and Job Corps work together

Optimist, Dean Shafer with sprinklers

Optimist, Michael Gray connecting sprinklers

Spr inkler System

It takes about 3 miles of sprinkler pipe
to water the entire park. The City of Nampa
Parks and Recreation department did the
designs.

The Nampa Optimist Club worked
with the City on this part of the project. We
also enlisted help from our friends at the Job
Corps.

Each joint must be meticulously
connected or it leaks. A leak can create a
dangerous hole in the field. We call them leg
breakers. We certainly didn't want any of
those.

The main valve is an 8 inch pipe. The
last sprinkler on each line is a 2 inch pipe. The
system is built with an electric timer system.

After attaching the pipe, we cover
everything up with dirt and level the sprinkler
heads.
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Kids playing football , running for a touchdown

Optimist, Dave Mudd with his team

Coach Ken Wilson, encouraging his team

Let' s Play Football

Here is the final result. Happy
kids playing a great game of football ,
having fun and learning some important
li fe lessons.

The fields are still soft and easy
to land on. Painting the lines takes about
3 miles (or 35 gallons) of paint every
week.

Our Football Commissioner,
Dave Mudd has worked hard this year to
make our program better. This year has
been a special challenge as our fields
have never been tested.

Here he is with his team.

Ken Wilson, our Football
Executive Director is also a coach. He
encourages his team to do their best. I'm
sure he enjoys watching his team play the
game on our new field of dreams (you
can't see the corn fields from this angle,
but it's there).

We had to build it because they
came and we needed the space.


